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A take on family portraits in
'HI:'I:I of v;:h-hutﬂnl families.

Photographs by Clang

In Singapore, it is a common practice for entire families
to gather on special occasions for a formal picture,

often at a studio, with the resulting image framed and
prominently displayed at home. The growing tendency

of younger family members to take jobs abroad, however,
has left many modern portraits missing a relation or two.
5o the Singaporean photographer John Clang devised

a solution, piggybacking on the video-calling

that already helps ease the dislocation of separated family
members: Skype. Clang, who is based in New York, tried
this with his own family first, then used the Internet,
embassies and recommendations from friends to track
down other Singaporean families with members there
and in far-flung places. Those in Singapore stood before
their webcam-enabled computers and called their
distant relatives on Skype. In these various locations,
Clang projected the Skype image onto a wall and then
photographed the callers together with their flesh-and-
blood kin. No Photoshop was needed, and the entire
process is simple enough for people everywhere to take
advantage of in migratory times. "It bridges the gap
between the two families thar are apart,” Clang says. One
subject was Alexia Wai-Chun Tye, a 530-year-old investment
adviser who has lived in Paris since 1999, Her 24-year-old
daughter, Stephanie Chi-Weng Tsui, was educated there
and in London but moved back to Singapore to take a
pob as an account-planning executive at Saatchi & Saatchi.
‘Tye can be seen here posing in her Pans apartment with
her pariner, Pierre de Fouquet, a 57-year-old venture
capitalist, while her smiling daughter beams in from
Singapore. The picture, Tye says with satisfaction,

was “like a virtual family reunion.” wue sossas



Westport, Conn.
(and Singapore)
DeeDee Lim; her
brother, BoonLeng
Lim, and his wife,
¥i Chen; their
children, Eolantha
and Bryan Lim;
DeeDee's mother,
TiongHua Koh;
DeeDee's sister,
MeiDee Lim, and
her husband,
Terence Oh; their
children, Gavyn
and Lenard Oh.
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Tokyo (and
Singapore) Ros Lee,
her brother, Kelvin
Lee, and his wife,
Hazuki Lee Nakano;
Ros's mother and
father, Tan Gek Keoe
and Lee

Kean; Ros's sister,
Melissa Lee.
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Hong Kong (and
Singapore) Back
row: Brandon Wong
and his wife, Belinda
Leong; Belinda's
brother, Donald
Leong; front row:
Donald's daughter,
Jeanette Leong;
Belinda's mother and
father, Helen Ang
and Robert Leong;
Belinda's sister,
Jessie Leong, and
her daughter,
Megan Marsh,

Bollovue, Wash.

{and Singapore)
Eduidm ek kia
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(and Singapore)
Edwin Goh; his
sisters Alvina Goh
. E I thﬂir F‘l-rﬂ'ﬂ't'll Pﬂf
--J' r Cmng Gm ﬂl'ld
T — . o P!. Chﬂu '5'“]; Ed“inns
I : sister Alina Goh
—————— L g
Justin Woo.
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